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Sir: 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 



Applicants thank the Examiner for the Notice of Allowability and the Statement of 
Reasons for Allowance mailed on November 16, 2009. Without withdrawing the 
allowed claims from issue, Applicants submit these comments for the record. 

In the Statement of Reasons for Allowance, the Examiner made 
characterizations and assertions regarding the allowed claims and the art of record. 
Although Applicants agree with the Examiner's ultimate conclusions that the claims are 
patentable, Applicants do not necessarily agree with the Examiner's characterizations 
and assertions made in the Statement. 
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For instance, Applicants submit that each of the allowed claims is patentable 
based on the subject matter defined by the claim language and the combination of 
recitations within the claims, and not based solely on the recitations emphasized by the 
Examiner. Indeed, those terms identified by the Examiner were submitted to clarify 
subject matter that was already implicit in the claims. 

Furthermore, Applicants understand the Examiner's characterizations as 
referring to the prior art, and do not in any way imply that the claims are limited by terms 
not present in the claims. Therefore, Applicants decline to subscribe to any statement 
or characterization contained in the Notice of Allowance and the accompanying 
Reasons for Allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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